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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM 
The Purpose of the Study:- The purpose of this 
study is to evaluate the Pre-School Conference held in 
the spring of each year in the public schools in Brockton 
and make suggestions for improvement. 
Problem:- The specific problem is to evaluate the 
Pre-School Conference held in Brockton in the spring of 
1950. 
Source:- The Director of Elementary Education of 
the Broc·kton Public Schools suggested' that an improved 
program for pre-school conferences is needed inasmuch as 
Brockton does not have a kindergarten. 
Justification:- The Superintendent, Director of 
Elementary Education, Principals, Supervisors and Grade 
I teachers have agreed that a closer relationship between 
the parents and school should be planned in order to 
help children entering Grade I. 
The Superintendent and Director of Elementary Educa-
tion requested the writer to make a complete study of the 
conference in Brocl>:ton, compare it with conferences or 
procedures used in other school systems and make recom-
mendations for an improved conference in Brockton. 
Scope and Procedure:- In December 1950 a form 
letter was sent to the State Department of Education in 
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each of the New England States, Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut, 
asking for the names of the communi ties where Pre-Sc;hool 
Conferenc.es had been held. (Appendix A). From these 
letters the author was informed of one hundred forty-one 
communities where Pre-School Conferences had been held. 
Form letters asking for a description of their Pre-
Sc:hool Conference and information on what procedure and 
methods they were using to tie the home and school closer 
together to help children entering Grade I were sent to 
these one hundred forty-one communities in New England 
and to two communities in other parts of the country 
(recommended by qualified people as worth investigating). 
(Appendix B) • 
Letters describing this study and questionnaires 
were sent to thirty-five Brockton Grade I teachers, who 
had participated in the Pre-School Conference in Brockton 
in the spring of 1950, asking for their opinions on it 
and suggestions for improvement. (Appendix C). 
Letters of explanation and questionnaires were sent 
to the parents of nine hundred forty-five children who 
had entered Grade I in September 1950 and whose parents 
had had opportunities to attend the 1950 Pre-School Con-
ference. These parent questionnaires contained twenty-
one questions and also gave the parents opportunities to 
make suggestions for an improved conference. (Appendix D). 
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Definition:- . The Pre-School Conference in Brockton, 
as the tenn indicates, is a group meeting of representa-
tives of the home and school before the child enters 
school. 
Description of Brockton's Pre-School Conference in 
April 1950:- Brockton has had Pre-School Conferences 
each year since 1944 but the specific problem of this 
study is based on the conference .in the spring of 1950. 
The initial work for this conference was started in the 
fall of 1949. At that time all district principals, 
supervising principals and building principals began 
planning for the spring conference. The first task to 
be completed by each principal was the compilation of a 
list of first graders, who would enter their school in 
September 1950. In order to get the names of these 
children, each principal in the fall distributed forms 
to volunteer pupils in the upper grades who were assigned 
to call at all homes on streets assigned to them and to 
leave forms at the homes of children who would be old 
enough to enter Grade I in the fall of 1950. (Appendix E). 
The messengers returned to the homes the following 
day to pick up the forms with the desired information 
and returned them to the principal's office. From these 
forms it was possible for the principal to compile a 
tentative list of expected first graders. 
Approximately the first of March 1950, the superin-
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tendent's secretary sent to each principal a list of 
children residing in that distric:t who would be old 
enough to enter school the following September. The 
superi~tendent procured his list from the Bureau of 
Statistics and Records at City Hall. 
Each principal compared his list compiled in the 
.fall with the list sent by the superintendent and again 
used volunteer pupils from the upper grades to check the 
homes to ascertain whether or not all children listed 
were still living in his district and to gather the names 
of children and other information from families who had 
moved into the district. This information, which con-
tained the names of the children still residing in each 
district plus information on addresses of those who had 
moved into the district, made possible the formation of 
a final list of all children expected to enter . Grade I 
in September 1950 in each building. 
The superintendent's see:retary then forwarded to 
each elementary school a bulletin announcing the date 
for the pre-school conference, suggested procedure and 
the list of speakers. The speakers scheduled were the 
principal representing the school, the nurse or repre-
sentative of the health department and a representative 
of the central office; either the superintendent, direc-
tor of elementary education or a member of the guidance 
center. In some of the schools, where there were Parent 
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Teacher Associations, a member of this organization was 
one of the speakers. 
About one week before the conference, usually 
scheduled for the first week in April, an envelope con-
tai ning the "Getting Ready For School" booklet, (Appendix 
F), a Dental Card (~uestionnaire), (Appendix G), and 
Health Questionnaire (Appendix H) along with another en-
velope containing an invitation to the Pre-School Confer-
ence were distributed by the sixth grade pupils to the 
parents of the children who would enter Grade I in 
September 1950. 
In the invitation the parents were requested to 
fill out the Health ~uestionnaire and bring it to the 
conference. This procedure enabled the nurse to fill 
out the State Physical Card with the necessary informa-
tion. 
The parent was encouraged to bring the pre-school 
child to school on the afternoon of the conference so 
that she could go with him to the first grade room be-
tween two and three o'clock when school is actually in 
session. The first grade teacher had her program 
planned so that between t wo and three o'clock the pre-
school children took part in games and other activities 
directed by her. This part of the program sought to 
give the pre-school child an opportunity to see that 
school life would have many pleasant experiences in 
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store for him and gave the parent, teacher and child an 
opportunity to become acquainted. 
The conference of parents and the school staff be-
gan at three o'clock after the dismissal of the after-
noon session. Older girls from Grades V and VI were 
assigned to take care of the pre-school children in some 
of the vacant classrooms. These girls had been instruct-
ed and given materials, paper, crayons, chalk and picture 
books for dealing with these young children by Grade I 
teachers. 
The formal conference opened with greetings by the 
principal who welcomed the parents and speakers. 
The following outline contains the subjects ex-
plained by the principals in all elementary schools in 
accordance with instructions from the superintendent~ 
I School Routine 
A. Name and location of school 
B. Location of first grade rooms 
C. Name of district principal and 
first grade teachers 
D. Time of sessions (Time when doors 
of building are opened) 
E. Time of recesses 
F. Rules concerning absence, tardi-
ness and dismissals 
G. No-school signals 
H. Best time for conferences with 
teacher or principal - Confer-
ence by appointment 
I. Pupil Growth 
1. Report Card 
2. Weight Card 
J. Observance of holidays 
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The purpose of the principal's talk was to explain 
to the parents the regulations of the school which they 
need to know. 
The second speaker on the progrmn was either the 
supervisor of health, school nurse or some other person 
from the health department who covered the subject of 
health • . 
The following outline contains the topics included 
in accordance with instructions from the superintendent: 
I Health 
A. Registration-vaccination-birth 
certificate-dental card 
1. Pre-school clinic 
B. Morning health inspection 
c. Toilet and washroom facilities 
D. Communicable disease control 
(See rules of Board of Health) 
E. Rest and relaxation periods 
F. Responsibility of parent for 
the health of his child 
1. A sick child belongs at home 
G. Temperature of building 
H. Health Services 
1 . Medical examination 
2. · Dental examination 
Dental Clinic Service 
3. First Aid Services 
4. Care of child who becomes 
sick in school 
5. Care of children with 
wet clothing 
6. Opportunities for eating 
lunch at school 
I. Safety of first grade pupils 
1. On the way to school 
2. At school 
a. Protection 
(1) Traffic patrol 
(2) Policeman 
(3) Care by older pupils 
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The purpose of the second speaker was to acquaint 
the parents with the health services. 
r.I'he third speaker on the Brockton Program was the 
Superintendent, the Director of Elementary Education or 
a member of the Child Guidance Cent er who covered the 
subject of Child Preparation and Growth. 
The following outline contains the topics covered by 
the representative of the centra l office: 
I Child 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
'1-i, 
"-" • 
F . 
G. 
H. 
I. 
Guidance 
Individual differences runong 
pupils 
School's reco gnition of 
individual differences 
Reading at home 
Number experiences 
Work habits 
First grade program 
How parents c an help 
Social development 
1. Brockton Child Guidance 
Center Services 
Book list for Parents 
(Appendix I) 
The purpose of the third speaker was to ac Quaint the 
parents with the general nature of the educationa l pro-
gram and guidance of child growth. 
In some of the elementary schools in Brockton where 
there were Parent Teac·her Associations, the subject of 
Parent Problems was covered by a parent, selected for 
the purpose by the principal. 
The purpose of the parent as a speaker was to 
recognize the parent as a partner in the job of child 
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guidance. 
Following the last speaker a tea was served and in-
formal discussions took place. During these informal 
discussions parents took the opportunity to approach the 
speakers to procure answers to some questions. 
The girls of the sixth grade who acted as ushers 
and had been keeping the pre-school children busy during 
the formal part of the program handed out to the parents 
as they left the building an attractive folder containing 
a good book list for parents. {Appendix I). 
The next visit of the pre-school child and his 
parent to the school was for a physical examination. 
These examinations were arranged by the school doctor and 
nurse and were made ·by ~ppointment early in May. 
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CHAPTER II 
STUDY OF LITERATURE ON THE PRE-SCHOOL CONFERENCE 
The author has made a study of the literature on 
Pre-School Conferences to obtain suggestions for the 
organization of Pre-School Conferences whie.h might im-
prove Brockton's Conference. 
Ilse Forest says, "The relationship betwcien home 
and sehool, between parent and teacher and principal is 
far more cordial and mutually helpful today than ever 
before. A growing realization that guidance of the pre-
school child is a delicate and difficult task in which 
all those who know the ~hild intimately must cooperate 
to assure success brings school officers and fathers and 
mothers together on common ground." 1/ 
.As early as 1890 G. Stanley Hall began his investi-
gation of the effect of early school life upon the mental 
health of the child. His efforts were strengthened by 
the work of William H. Burnham, but it was not until the 
general enthusiasm for the subject which followed World 
War I that a concentrated movement began for better 
1./ Ilse Forest, Early Years at School, McGraw Hill Book 
Co., Inc., New York, Toronto, London, 1949, P. 314 
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mental hygiene in the primary school. The effect of the 
movement appears in the provision for more conferences 
between home and school, for more readily accessible 
psychiatric advice, for the training of teachers in child 
psychology and for a more flexible organization of school 
work so that the happiness and success of the individual 
child may rec:ei ve more attention. 1./ Parent teacher 
conferences should not be merely on an incidental or 
emergency basis but carefully planned. 
For a child's parents to visit school, to go to a 
parent teacher conference or open house bolsters up a 
child's feeling of the importance of school. gj This 
statement holds true throughout the entire school career 
of any child. As a parent and principal of an elementary 
school the author has noticed that during American Educa-
tion Week, when most schools have a Parents' Day the 
elementary child is quite anxious to have his parents 
visit school and have a conference with his teacher or 
teachers. 
1./ Ilse Forest, The School for The Child From 2-8, Ginn 
& Company, Boston, 1935, P. 35 
gj Federal Security Agency Social Security Administration, 
Children's Bureau, Your Child from One to Six, Publica-
tion 30, Revised 1945 
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The National Education Association has said that 
the public school system in America has become an indis-
pensable instrument for the perpetuation of our democracy 
and this can be accomplished through a closer relation 
between teacher and parent. 1/ The public school system 
in the post war era will be under ' new pressures to bring 
the education of parents and their children into closer 
relation. 
Olga Adams says in the National Parent Teacher that 
the kindergarten shares with the home the responsibility 
of developing the child for readiness for formal school 
work and where there are no kindergartens the earlier in 
the life of the child that the parents and teachers con-
fer the sooner the parents and child will benefit. gj 
Through these early conferences the parents can make ab-
solutely sure that the child enters upon his school ca-
reer with everything in his favor. This was always an 
important factor and is very important today, when all 
human resources must be conserved and cherished. 
1f Arnold Gesell and Frances Ilg, The Child from Five to 
Ten, Harper and Brothers, New York and London, 1946, 
P. 36 
gj Olga Adams, "Will Your Child Be Ready For School tt, 
National Parent Teacher (April, 1944) Volume XXXVIII 
No. 8 
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Personalized individual conferences between the 
teacher and parent can be made a systematic feature of 
the school program. 1/ The regular yearly schedule of 
Grade I could be so modified as to allow the teachers of 
Grade I to make room for interviews and consultations in 
the spring with the parents and ehildren of the class 
entering in the fall. 
The Detroit Public Schools in an attempt to reach 
parents early through its Director, Harry J. Baker, of 
the Psychological Clinic, has compiled a list of sugges-
tions for the use of parents in training children. gj 
The information contains advice to parents and is divided 
into the following three headings: "Pointers for 
Parents", "Pointers about Children" and "Ten Lessons for 
Children To Learn Before Entering Sc;hool". 
Some children, on entrance to school, are found to 
have medical and dental defec:ts needing attention. Early 
spring registration at a Pre-:...school Conference encourages 
the parent to have this work done early. To allow vac-
1/ Arnold Gesell and Frances Ilg, Op. Cit. P. 37 
&J Harry J. Baker, Suggestions For Training Children, 
Bulletin, 1939, Psychological Clinic, Detroit Public 
Schools, Public School Publishing Company, Blooming-
ton, Illinois. 
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cination, immunization, dental work, etc. to wait until 
a week or two before school starts would give rise in the 
mind of the child to associate pain, fear, etc. with 
school. To eliminate delays, last minute vaccinations, 
ete. the National Congress of Parent Teacher Associa-
tions had made the ''Summer Round-Up" of prospective 
first graders one of its outstanding duties and has an 
enviable record in this field. 
Parents today are often confused and perplexed, 
eager to do what is good for their pre-school child but 
frequently unable to discover what is desirable or to 
reconcile the sometimes conflicting advice they receive. 
Pre-Sc:hool Conferences and consultations with teachers 
would tend to give the parent the needed correct advice. 
Getting a child ready for school seems to be a tre-
mendous task to some parents. It really is not, because 
all the essential experiences fall naturally and easily 
into everyday living. It does, however, call for under-
standing of a child's needs as he sets out, more or less 
alone, on his first great venture out of the home. It 
does require specific long range planning to meet these 
needs and this may be accomplished by contacting the 
school early either at a conference or private consulta-
tion. 1/ 
1} Olga Adams, Op. Cit. P. 9 
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In order to appreciate the present need for closer 
cooperation between the parent of the pre-school child 
and school, and for adequate parent education programs, 
it is helpful to study certain attitudes toward the re-
l at ionship of parents to their children which were wide ly 
prevalent formerly and which are by no means entirely out 
of the picture today. Traditionally in our culture the 
father had complete rights over his family, and no out-
side agency could interfere on behalf of the children 
when these rights were abused. In fact there are still 
communities in which the enforcement of compulsory educa-
tion is difficult because the people have not yet re ally 
conceded that the school authorities have a right to re-
quire school attendance. 
In the 1920 's the Century of the Child got into full 
svving; self-expression was the slogan of the times. 
Through the efforts of Child Study J~.ssociations and other 
organizations a wealth of information on the school, the 
parent, mental hygiene and parent teacher conferences 
was forthcoming. 1/ 
In 1927 groups of parents and teachers began to 
study children together, and in private schools and the 
lJ Ilse Forest, Op. Cit., P. 316 
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public schools of smaller communities progressively mind-
ed parents began to demand a share of influence in shap-
ing the educational policies. Some of our most interest-
ing progressive schools were founded and sponsored by 
parents who believed in the new education that brought 
parents and schools together. Enlightened P. T. A. 
groups went to work to modify public school procedures. 
Success through combined effort and current plans and 
programs for parent and teacher cooperation are being 
vigorously pressed. 1/ 
In the nursery school it is said that 11A parentless 
nursery school is like a man without a heart." No out-
sider can hope to get very far in educating a little 
chi:\-d without the understanding cooperation of his 
parents. A~ parents of young children are themselves 
usually young, they are probably more open-minded than 
other groups to helpful suggestions and perhaps have 
form~d fewer unfortunate habits of shortcut, authoritar-
ian methods. Baruch gJ writes "Helping parents get a 
greater measure of security is the. primary end of parent 
1/ Ibid., P. 318 
2/ Dorothy Baruch, Parents and Children Go To Sc:hool, 
Scott Foresman & Company, Chicago, 1939. 
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education.'' Both iri individual conferences and group 
discussions self-acceptance on the part of parents is a 
primary end. Individual and group conferences are the 
most widely practiced means of maintaining satisfactory 
cooperation between the home and the school. In addition 
many schools arrange visits to the children's homes when 
circumstances warrant. 
Kindergartens, both traditional and progressive, 
practically always have maintained close contact with 
the children's parents through ''mothers meetings 11 and 
home visits. A kindergarten mothers club when democrat-
ically organized may be a great help to the kindergarten 
teacher, and is also a means of establishing good per-
sonal relationship between teacher and parents. 1/ 
Parents of young children should be encouraged and 
expected to cooperate with the school, participating in 
the program in any way in which their time and abilities 
permit. Parent . teacher conferences and family counsel-
ing services should be extended to all. Questions raised 
in the parents' minds over certain remarks can be clari-
fied only through discussion. Home visits or parent 
teacher conferenc.es before the school term has started 
1/ Edith M. Leonard, Lillian E. Miles, Catherine S. Van 
der Kar, The Child at Home and School, .American Book 
Company, New York and Boston, 1942, P. 426 
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and a few weeks after it has started will pave the way 
for further contacts with the parents. 11 If the sched-
ule of the teacher is not too exhausting, she can set 
aside certain afternoons for conference with parents. 
Perhaps after the Pre-School Conference the most 
important of all are the informal and rather casual day-
to-day contacts made as the mothers bring their young 
children to school. ~ A minute or two for greeting and 
exchange of questions will do much to build up an under-
standing which will help both parents and teaeher in 
their guidance of the child. After the child enters the 
first grade the mothers should be urged to visit and ob-
serve for an hour or so at least once a month. For a 
mother to see her child with others of his age, in a 
situation quite different from the one at home, will 
give her a better understanding of both the child and 
the school. Parent observations may be considered defi-
nite supplements to the teachers' reports. Mothers and 
fathers who participate wholeheartedly in observation 
will receive far greater enlightenment than could ever 
11 American Association of School Administrators, 
National· ~ducation Association, The 'Expanding Role 
of Education, Twenty Sixth Yearbook, 1948, p.p. 33-52 
y Edith Leonard, Lillian E. Miles, Catherine S. Van der 
Kar, Op. Cit., P. 4?2 
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come through a written report sent home by the teacher. 
Their visits may well become the basis for group or indi-
vidual conferences in which parents and teacher discuss 
the responses of children and arrive at interpretations 
of developments, problems and procedures. 
James L. Hymes, Jr., Professor of Education, State 
Teachers College, New York, says 1J "The school is one 
of the most important parts of the parents' team. Here 
it must be frankly recognized that in many communities 
teamwork is very bad indeed. Parents look on teaching 
as a complicated and mysterious profession. When their 
child enters school it seems to them they are sending 
him into a place with closed doors through which they 
cannot pass and which they would not understand if they 
could enter. Sometimes their misgivings include a little 
resentment and suspicion of teachers who hold the key to 
the seemingly hidden mystery. Many times theirs is not 
a feeling of antagoni sm directed again st t he child' s 
pr esen t teacher, but a hang over f rom the way parents 
f elt about t hei r own teachers when they were children in 
school." 
A beginning has been made in teamwork in education 
1./ J ames L. Hymes, Jr. , Being a Good Parent, Pamphlet, 
Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, New York, 1949, P. 45 
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by the establishment of the Pre-School Conference, occa-
sional open house when parents are invited to see schools 
in operation, by drawing on the help of parents for field 
trips and excursions, and by the growth of parent-teacher 
organizations. 
Vfuat is needed now is to build on this beginning. 
The parents' aim should be to achieve the really close 
working together that is the essence of teamwork. This 
cru1 come about only with the recognition that the child 
is the primary concern of both parents and teachers. 
A relationship between the parents and school, if 
started before the child enters school, will create a 
mutual-trust relationship and once this is established 
a good parent will find many other ways to strengthen 
the school as a member of the team. 1/ 
More parents are taking an active interest in school 
and its policies before the child enters as well as later. 
Their very interest reflects a new sense of responsibili-
ty shared, and in many places a complete disappearance of 
the traditional hostilities and antagonisms toward school 
authorities once widely prevalent. The interest express-
ed by parents also places new responsibilities upon the 
1/ James L. Hymes, Jr., Op. Cit., P. 47 
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sc:hool' s staff. Administrators and teachers are having 
to prepare themselves for a new sort of leadership in 
educational endeavor.. .A school backed by a believing 
and intelligent parent clientile is practically invinc-
ible. The enduring or ephemeral nature of such backing 
depends upon the presence or absence of democratic lead-
ership and the competence of school officers to carry 
their share of responsibility, at least with e:redi t, and 
preferably with distinction. 11 
The literature on the Pre-School Conference seems 
to indicate that Brockton is headed in the right direc-
tion in providing services and showing some interest in 
the prospective first graders and in recognizing the 
parent as a partner in child guidance. 
11 Ilse Forest, Op. Cit., P. 331 
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CHAPTER III 
PRE-SCHOOL CONFERENCES IN OTHER PL.-\CES 
In order to improve Brockton's Pre-School Confer-
ence the author compared practices used in Pre-School 
Conferences in other communities in New England with 
those used in Brockton. 
In December 1950, a form letter was sent to the 
State Department of :Education in each of the New England 
States, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut, asking for names of the 
c:ommuni ties where Pre-School Conferences were held. 
(Appendix A). In answer to these letters the author was 
informed of one hundred forty-one communities in New 
England where Pre-Sc:hool Conferences had been held. 
Form letters asking for a description of their Pre-School 
Conference and information on what procedure they were 
using to tie the home and school closer together to help 
children entering Grade I were sent to these one hundred 
forty-one communities in New England. The author rec:eiv-
ed replies from the school departments in all the one 
hundred forty-one New England communities. 
In this Chapter the author has described the inform-
ation on what has been done in these other communities 
as compared with Pre-School Conference practices of 
Brockton. 
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The major phases of the Brockton Conference were: 
1. the fall survey by the principal 
of those expected to enter the 
following September, 
2. the superintendent's list of those 
expected to enter sent to each 
principal in the early spring , 
3. the spring survey by the pr~ncipal 
in ea c:h district of those expected 
to enter f or the purpose of re-
checking their fall survey and com-
paring it with the superintendent's 
list, 
4. the program of' the Pre-School Confer-
ence planned by the superintendent, 
5. the sending home of the invitations 
with the "Getting Ready For School" 
booklets and other material, 
6. Health Questionnaires filled out by 
the parents before the Pre-School 
Conference, 
7. Dental Questionnaires filled out by 
the family dentist before the Pre-
School Conference, 
8. the pre-school children's visit to 
the Grade I classrooms on the day 
of the Pre-School Conference with 
the parent, 
9. the formal group conference of 
parents and teachers where selec-
ted speakers described the mater-
ial sent out and questions might 
be asked by the parents. 
In order to compare the pra~:tices mentioned above, 
the author constructed a table for each state, listed 
the Brockton characteristics and has shown the number of 
cormnunities where the practices were similar to those in 
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Brockton~ Each table also contains the number of commun-
ities which had practices no t u s ed in Brockton. 
The author has also t aken a ll t he statistics f rom 
each table and compiled them in a Master Table, Page 44, 
showing t he pr actices in t he one hundred forty-one 
communities compared with pre-school praatices of 
Broc kton. The Master Table also includes a tabulation 
of practices not used in Brockton. 
In addition to the one hundred forty-one New England 
communities t he author s ent the inquiry form to t wo com-
munities in other parts of the country recommended by 
qualified people a s communities which had given particu-
lar attention to this problem and thi s material is re-
ported separately. 
The information received from the one hundred forty-
one New England communities will be described by states 
before the final summary is given. 
N.Ll\.I NE 
In t he State of Maine t he author recei ved informa-
tion from fifteen communities which had Pre-School Con-
ferences. Data on these are giv~n on Table 1, Page 25. 
The following statements characterize the figures for 
the use of Brockton Pre-School Conference prac tices in 
the State of Maine: 
24 
TABLE I 
PP ... E- SCHOOL CONFEREI'WE PPJ..C 'I'ICES FOUND IN FIFTEEN l!JAINE COM:MI11HTIJ~S 
CHAP~CTBRISTICS OF FREQUENCY OF BROCK'l'OK PRACTICES 
BROCK TON COliiFE.'RENCE ~[e tl[e 1 Me Me Me M~ 1 !v~e Me 'Me Me Me Me Me 1.~e Me I 
ro l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Tbose coming to Grade I 
0 10 
I ~I 
1. Fall Survey of ••••••••• • ••• 0 0 0 0 .0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I ~~ 2. List Coming from Supt. • • • .. • 0 0 0 1 0 l 0 0 l 1 0 J. 0 1 0 
3. Spring Survey of • ••••••••• ,~ 1 1 0 . 1 0 1 i l 0 0 1 0 J. 0 1 ~I 4. l)rogram planned by Sup·t; •••• il 0 !. 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 .o 1 0 1 0 5. Invitations to Parent s with I 
' I 
"Getting Ree-.dy Fer School 11 I 
Booklet . . . . . • • • . . . .. . . • . . . . . ll 0 1 1 1 l 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 13 
l 0 1 0 0 1 l 0 l ·) l 0 7 e. Health ~Ll es t ~.om>a~ re • ••• • . • & 0 0 
7 . Denta l Ques t 1onn~n re ••••••• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 G 0 0 0 0 0 0 
- - -ol 
8. Children Visit School 1 -. I l I o lo Before Conference ••••• • .••• ~ !o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
01 9. Conference-Speake rs 
Desc r ibe Material Sent Out • 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 
. 
01~ FR~CTICES IN FREQUENCY 
:MAINE COMMU1H TIES 
1. Regi s tration ••• • • • • , •• , • ••• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 !O 0 1 
2. £hysical Exam and 
0 11 Registration ••••••••••••••• 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
3. Individual Conference •••••• 10 0 1 0 0 0 0 D 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 
4 . P. T .A. Summe r Round -Lip ••••• 0 jl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 ! O 0 0 
5. Progr am planned by_Principal 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 l 0 0 1 0 ! 1 0 1 
-- - - -·-. --Me l-Me 15 abbrevia.t icn i'Or-Hi- Maine c l:tfes . a.uc -tc,-,ms 
Uppar char'l:i shows the number of com ... "!lunities having same practices a.s Brockton 
Lower chart shows other pr ac ·bices in Maine no·b used i n Brockton 
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1. No Maine community had a fall 
survey of those expected to 
enter. 
2. The elementary schools in less 
than half of the communities 
received their lists of those 
expected to enter from the 
superintendents. 
3. Slightly more than half of the 
school systems conduc;ted their 
own survey in the spring of 
those expected to enter. 
4. In about half the communities 
the program of the conference 
was planned by the superintend-
ent. 
5. Nearly all of the fifteen sent 
invitations with parents' pam-
phlets similar to the Brockton 
ffGetting Ready For School" 
booklets. 
6. Less than half included a 
"Health Questionnaire" to be 
filled out before the confer-
ence. 
?. None included a "Dental 
Q.uestionnairett. 
8. In no schools did the children 
visit school before the confer-
ence. 
9. In nearly half of the schools 
there was a formal group con-
ference with a panel of speak-
ers who covered subjects simi-
lar to those of the Brockton 
Conference. 
The following additional practices were reported by 
the Maine schools: 
1. One community simply registered 
the children in the spring. 
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2. Four school systems combined 
physical examinations with 
registration making a total 
of five, a third of all of 
them where early registration 
was practiced. 
3. In one community the teachers 
held individual conferences 
with the parent and the child. 
4. The Parent Teacher Association 
Summer Round-Up for the purpose 
of physical checkup was used by 
two communities. 
5. The program for the Pre-School 
Conference was planned by the 
principal in nearly one half 
of the cases. 
Information covering those expected to enter is 
gathered in Maine in the spring not in the fall, some 
depend on a list from the superintendent and the program 
is planned in nearly as many places by the principal as 
the superintendent. 
The invitation with the parents' pamphlet similar 
to the Brockton 1'Getting Ready For Schooltt booklet seems 
to be a general practice. The use of the Health Question-
naire and the Dental ~uestio~~aire is not. Children are 
not brought to school to visit before the conference. 
The general formal group conference is the most frequent 
but the individual conference and the Parent Teacher 
Association Summer Round-Up are also used. 
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NEW H.Ali/IPSHIRE 
Twenty-two communities reported from New Hampshire. 
Data on these are given on Table 2, Page 29. The follow-
ing statements characterize the figures for the use of 
Brockton Pre-School Conference practices in twenty-two 
communities in the State of New Hampshire: 
1. No New Hampshire community had 
a fall survey to obtain lists 
of those expected to enter. 
2. The elementary schools in less 
than one seventh of the com-
munities received their lists 
of those expected to enter from 
the superintendent. 
3. Nearly all conducted their own 
spring survey of those expected 
to enter. 
4. In about one fifth the program 
of the conference was planned 
by the superintendent. 
5. Nearly all of the twenty-two 
sent invitations with parents' 
pamphlets similar to the 
Brockton "Getting ·Ready For 
School" booklets. 
6. Less than half included a 
Health ~uestionnaire to be 
filled out before the con-
ference. 
?. None included a Dental 
Questionnaire to be filled 
out before the conference. 
8. In no schools did the children 
visit school before the con-
ference. 
9. In over half of the communities 
there was a formal group con-
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TABLE II 
mE-SCHOOL CONFERENCE PRACTICES FOUND nr TVTEKTY-T'lW l~E"vf HAMPSHIRE COJi:IiVL"UNITIES 
CHARACTERISTICS OF FREQUENCY OF BROCKTON PP.ACTICES 
BROCKTON CO}TF @IDWE --· -- ·-· --= . --·--j 1 Nrr :N:E: NII :rm NH 1m NH NH :t-JI-I :l\'1I NH :r-m: :rm JJB :t-rn: NH :rm N:F :rm NH NTI j NH 
Those comi n g t o 
1 2 3 4 5 € 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 1 8 1 9 20 21 22 
Jra.d"e r +--- ·-- . -~1- --------
1 . Fnll Surve y of • 
2. List Coming from 
3. SprirJ.g Su1··vay of 
4. Program planned 
5. I nvi ta:l:iions to P 
11Get'l:iing Ready F 
Booklet •••••••• 
6. Health QQeotionn 
7. Dental Quest5. onn 
8. Ch ildren Visit S 
Before Confereuc 
9 . Conferen ce-Speak 
Describe Materia 
....... .. •· ... 
Supt. • •••• 
... ' ....... 
by Supt. • •• 
arents with 
~r School 11 
............ 
9.i re .••.. • . 
a.i :re ••••••• 
~hool 
3 •••••••••• 
~rs 
l Sent Out • 
·-
OTPER P.Fi..AC'riCES IN 
rWlv Y.tAt\[pSHIItE COMJvlU1'HTIES 
1. Rsgistration ••••••••••••••• 
2. Physical Exam and 
Registration ••••••••••••••• 
3. P.T.A. Suw~er Round -Up ••••• 
,.., 
v (f-
1 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
4. Program planned by Princi~)alJl 
0 0 0 
a · 0 1 
1 1 0 
1 0 - cr-
l l 0 
1 1 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 1 
0 11 0 
0 1 l 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 r-o 0-- fT 
1 1 1 1 1 1 _l l 
'1 -0 0 0 -· 1 0 0 
' 1 l 1 0 1 1 11 
1 1 1 0 0 1 ·0 
1"1 ' 0 0 0 0 0 0 v 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
-
1 1 l 0 1 1 1 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 " \.1 0 1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 l 1 1 0 1 11 
~ri 1 - ~TH 22 abbreviation for 22 New Hampshire Communities 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 ()- 1 0 0 
0 .1 1 1 1 0 !1 1 
0 0 'i) r 0 0 l 0 
l 1 l 1 1 0 1 1 
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
!) 0 0 0 ,o 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 
FREQUEiiJCY 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 1 () 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 0 1 0 0 l 
1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 
== 
Upper part of Table s hows t he numbe r of' cor:11nuni ties having same practices as Brock'l:ion 
Lower part of Table shows other practices in Nevi He.mpshiro not used in Brockton 
0 () 0 ~I 
0 0 0 1 1;! l 1 tr -
0 - 0 0 I! 51 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 1 1 19: 
0 1I 0 10' 
0 0 0 0 
' 
0 0 0 0 
1 1 0 14 
.. 
0 !0 0 1 
o lo 0 3 
' 
0 IO 1 51 
- -I 
1 11 i 17! 
!:\:) 
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ference with a panel of 
speakers who covered subjects 
similar to those of the 
Brockton Conference. 
The following additional praetices were reported by 
the New Hampshire schools: 
1. One school system simply 
registered the children in 
the spring. 
2. Three schools combined physical 
examinations with registration. 
3. The Parent Teacher Association 
Summer Round-Up was used by five 
communities, approximately one 
fourth of all communities 
studied. 
4. The program of the Pre-School 
Conference was planned by the 
principals in over three 
fourths of the cases. 
These facts seem to show that information concerning 
those expected to enter is gathered in New Hampshire in 
the spring, not in the fall. Some depend on a list from 
the superintendent. The program of the conference is 
planned by the principal in most of the school systems. 
The invitation with the parents' pamphlet similar to the 
Brockton "Getting Ready For School" booklet seems to be 
a general practice, the use o~ the Health ~uestionnaire 
is practiced in slightly less than half of the places 
studied and the use of the Dental Questionnaire is not 
practiced at all. Children are not brought to school 
before the conference. The formal group conference is 
the most general practice but the Parent Teacher Associ-
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ation Summer Round-Ups are also used. 
VERMONT 
Fourteen communities ~eported from Vermont. Data 
on these are given on Table 3, Page 32. The following 
statements characterize the figures for the use of 
Brockton Pre-School Conference practices in fourteen 
communities in Vermont: 
1. No Vermont community had a 
fall survey to obtain lists of 
those expeeted to enter. 
2. The superintendent prepared the 
lists of those expected to 
enter in only two communities. 
3. Nearly all schools conducted 
their own spring survey of 
those expected to enter. 
4. Only two superintendents 
planned the programs for the 
conferences. 
5. Nearly all of the fourteen 
sent invitations with parents' 
pamphlets similar to the 
Brockton "Getting Ready For 
School" booklets. 
6. Less than half included a 
Health Questionnaire to be 
filled out before the con-
ference. 
?. None of the comn1unities 
included a Dental Question-
naire. 
8. In no schools did the children 
visit school before the confer-
ence. 
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TABLE III 
PRE-SCHOOL CONF'EH.ENCE PP.ACTICES :FOUND IN FotJRTEEN \lERMOUT CONMUNITIES 
CH.AIL.~CTERISTICS OF FREQ1JENCY OF' J3ROCKTOl1 PRA.C 'I'ICES 
BROCKTON CONFEP~JCE Vt Vt Vt Vt Vt Vt Vt Vt Vt Vt Vt Vt Vt IVt 
C/J 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 6 9 10 11 12 13 14 ~I Those o:>ming to Grade I Oi 
E-fl 
1. Fall Survey of ••••••••••••• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 q 
----2. Li st Coming from Supt •••• ~. 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 
3. Spring Survey of •••••• · ••••• 1 0 l 1 1 l 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 12 
4 . Program pJ.anned by Supt •••• 0 1 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 0 l 0 0 0 0 2 
5. In vi. tat ions to Parents with I 
"Getting Ready For School" 
0 11 Booklet . , . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 10 
6 . Health Questionnaira ••••••• 1 0 l 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 5 
7. Dental Quest ionnaire ••••••• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
s. Children Visit School 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
9. Con~erence-Speakers 
Before Confoton•• •·········~O 0 
Describe Material Sant Out • 1 0 0 0 1 010110110 . 7 
:_ -- - ·- ":":.::::J:-: ___ __:~ -··- ~--- ·- · -· .• 1:-:::..:: ... ~-~-···- • -- .• - ·-.. -;:: 
-- ·-- . -·-- ·----o:: •-'--· 
OTHER PRACTICES IN 
. VER'M:ONT COMMUNITIES 
1. Registration •• ••• . ••••.. . • . 
2. Thysical Exam and 
Registration ••••••••••••••• 
3. P.T.A . Summer Round-Up ••••• 
0 
0 
0 
4. Program planned by Principal 1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 0 0 0 0-
0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 1 0 1 
1 1 1 1 1 
vn--;.- Vt 14 abbreviation for 1·1 Vermont commun1ties 
FREQUENCY 
0 0 11 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 1 
1 0 1 1 1 1 
Upper part of Table shows the number of cities and towns having the same practices as 
Brookton 
Lower table shows other practices in Vermont not used in Brockton 
1 
-
2 
4 
12 
C:N 
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9. In just half of the communi-
ties there was a formal group 
conference with a panel of 
speakers who covered subjects 
similar to those of the 
Brockton Conference. 
The following additional practices were reported by 
the Vermont schools: 
1. One school system simply 
registered the children in 
the spring. 
2. Two combined physical exam-
inations with registration. 
3. The Parent Teacher Association 
Summer Round-Up was used by 
four communities, approximately 
one third of all communities 
studied. 
4. The program of the Pre-School 
Conference was planned by the 
principals in seven eighths 
of the cases. 
These facts seem to show that i nformation concerning 
t hose expected to enter is gathered in Vermont in the 
spring , not in the f all. A few depend on a list from the 
superintendent. The conference program is planned by the 
·principal in most of the school systems. The invitation 
with the parents' pamphlet similar to the Brockton "Get-
ting Ready For School" booklet seems to be a general 
practice in three fourths of the communities studied. 
The Dental Q,uestionnaire was not used in any community 
but the Health Q,uestionnaire was u sed in about one third 
of the communities. Children are not brought to school 
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before the conference. The formal group conference is 
the most general practice but the Parent Teacher Associ-
ation Summer Round-Ups are also used. 
WlASSACiilJSETT S 
In the State of Massachusetts the author received 
information from thirty-eight communities which had Pre-
School Conferences. Data on these are given on Table 4, 
Page 35. The following statements characterize the 
figures for the use of Brockton Pre-School Conference 
practices in the State of Massachusetts: 
1. No Massachusetts community had 
a f a ll survey of those expected 
to enter. 
2. Only four elementary school 
systems received their lists 
of tho s e expected to enter 
from the superintendent. 
3 . Nearly all conducted their 
own spring survey of those 
expected to enter. 
4. In about half the conmluni-
. ties the pro gram of the 
conference wa s p l anned by 
t he superintendent. 
5. Al l thirty-eight studied sent 
i nvit a tions with parents' 
pamphlet s similar- to t he 
Brockton "Getting Ready For 
School" booklets . 
6 . More t han half included a 
Heal th Qu e stionnaire to be 
filled out before the con-
ference. 
34 
PRE-SCHOOL CONFERENCE PRACTICES FOl 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4 . 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9 . 
CHARACTERISTICS OF 
BROCKTON CONFERENCE 
Those coming to Grade .I 
Fall Survey of ... .- ........ 
List Coming from Supt ••••• 
Spring Survey of •• ~ ••••••• 
Program planned by Supt. .. 
Invitations to Parents with 
"Getting Ready For School" 
Booklet .. ...... ........... 
Health Questionnaire . ..... 
Dental Questionnaire . ..... 
Children Visit School 
Bef ore Conference ••••••••• 
Conference-Speakers 
Describe Material Sent Out. 
OTHER PRACTICES IN 
~~SSACHUSETTS COMMUNITIES 
1. Registration • •••••••••••• ~ 
2. Physical Exam and 
Registration • • •••••••••••• 
3 . Individual Conference ••••• 
4. Home Conference ••••••••••• 
5 . P.T.A. Summer Round-Up •••• 
1M 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
.. 
M M M M M 
2 3 4 5 6 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 0 0 
1 1 0 1 1 
1 0 T 0 1 
1 1 1 1 1 
1 0 1 1 1 
0 0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
M II~ M :M M M M M 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 · 0 0 0 0 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
0 0 0 0 1 0 11 0 
1 1 1 1 1 , 1 1 .1. 
0 1 1 0 a 0 1 1 
0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 
-
6. Program planned by Principal 1 0 1 
M 1-:M 38 abbreviation for 38 l[assachusetts communi ties 
M 
15 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
Upper part of Table shows the number of cities and towns having the same 
Lower table shows other practices in 1\~a.ssachusetts not used in Brockton 
M :N 
16 1 
0 0 
0 0 
1 1 
l 0 
1 1 
0 l 
0 0 
0 0 
1 1 
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&.BLE IV 
IN TRIRTY-EIGHT Jl.iA,SSACHUSETTS COMMUNITIES 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 1 0 0 1 1 . 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 
FREQ1J.t!:}TCY 
7. Only five included a Dental 
Q.uestionnaire to be filled 
out before the conf erence. 
B. In no schools did the children 
visit school before t he confer-
ence. 
9. In just half of the schools 
there was a formal group con-
ference with a panel of speak-
ers who covered subjects simi-
l ar to those of the Brockton 
Conference. 
The following additional practices were reported by 
the Massachusetts schools: 
1. Three communities simply 
registe+ed the children in 
the spring. 
2 . Four school systems combined 
physic a l examinations with 
regis tration. 
3. Six communities arranged indi-
vidua l conferences between t he 
parent, child and teacher. 
4. One school s ystem used the home 
conference practice. 
5. The Parent Teacher Association 
SUnwer Round-Ups were used by 
five communities. 
6. The pro gram for the Pre-School 
Confe rence was planned by the 
principa l in more t han half 
the cases. 
These fac.ts seem to indic ate that information cover-
ing those expected to enter is gathered in Massachusetts 
in the spring, not in the f all. A few depend on a list 
from the superintendent. The program is planned in more 
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than half the p l aces by the principal. The invitation 
with the parents' par11phlet similar to the . Brockton "Get-
ting Ready For School n booklet seems to be a general 
practice. The use of the Health ~uestionnaire seems to 
be a genera l pr actice in more than half of the cases but 
the use of the Dental Questionnaire is not. Children 
are not brought to school to visit before the conference. 
Tl:I.e general formal group conference is the most fre quent 
but the individual conference and the Parent Teacher 
Association Swmner Round-Ups are also used. 
RHODE I SLAND 
In the St a te of Rhode Island the author received in-
formation from ten c:om.muni ties which had Pre-School Con-
ferences. Data on these are given on Table 5, Page 38. 
The following statements characterize the figures for 
the use of the Brockton Pre-School Conference practices 
in the State of Rhode Island: 
1. No Rhode Island community had 
a fall survey of those expected 
to enter. 
2. Only t wo elementary school 
systems received their lists 
of those expected to enter 
from the superintendent. 
3. Nearly all conducted their 
own survey in the spring of 
those exp~cted to enter. 
4. In about twenty per c;ent of the 
C'O:rnmuni tie_s the program of the 
3'7 
TABLE V 
.PRE.,.SCHOOL CONFERENCE .PRACTICES FOUND IN TEN RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITIES 
CHARACTERISTICS OF 
BROCKTON CONFE~TCE 
Those c omi ng to Grade I 
1. Fall Survey of ............. 
2· List Coming from Supt. ••••• 
3. Spring Survey .of ••••••••••• 
4. Program planned by Supt. ••• 
5. Invitations to Parents with 
"Get t ing Ready For School" 
Booklet .................... 
6. Health Que st i onnaire ....... 
7. Dental Questionnaire ....... 
8. Children Visit School 
Befor e Conference .......... 
9 . Conference-Speakers 
Describe Material Sent Out • 
-
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
OTHER ~CTICES IN 
RHODE ISL.A.1TD COMMUNITIES 
Regist ration ............... 
Physical Exam and 
Registration ............... 
P.T.A. Summer Round-Up ..... 
Program planned by Principal 
FR~QUENCY OF BROCKTON .PRACTICES 
RI RI RI RIIR! RI RI RI RI RI 1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
11 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 
-p 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 
FREQUENCY 
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 r-b 0 0 l 0 0 0 0 l 
1 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 
. . . . R! 1 - RI 10 abbrev1at1on for 10 Rhode Island comrr~n1t1es 
Upper part of Table shows the number of cities and towns having 
the same practi.ces as Brockton 
Cf.} 
~ 
0 
E-i 
0 
2 
8 
2 
10 
5 
0 
0 
61 
1 
1 
2 
8 
Lower part of Table shows other practices in Rhode Island not used 
in Brockton 
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conference was planned by the 
superintendent. 
5. All ten communities studied 
sent out invitations with 
parents' pamphlets similar to 
the Brockton "Getting Ready 
For School" booklets. 
6. Just half included a Health 
Questionnaire to be filled 
out before the conference. 
?. None included a Dental 
Questionnaire. 
8. In no conrmunity did the chil-
dren visit school before the 
conferenc:e. 
9. Jvlore than half of the school 
systems studied had a formal 
group conference with a panel 
of speakers who covered sub-
jects similar to those of the 
Brockton Conference. 
The following additional practices were reported 
by the Rhode Island schools: 
1. One community simp ly regis-
tered the children in the 
spring. 
2. One combined physical exam-
ination with registration. 
3. Parent Teacher Association 
Summer "Round-Ups were used 
by two communities. 
4. The program for the Pre-
School Conference was planned 
by the principal in nearly 
all the cases. 
These facts seem to point out that information cov-
ering those expected to enter is gathered in Rhode Island 
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in the spring, not in the fall. A few depend on a list 
from the superintendent. The program is planned in more 
than half the places by the principal. The invitation 
with the parents' pamphlet similar to the Brockton "Get-
ting Ready For Sc:hool n booklet seems to be a general 
practice and in half the cases studied the use of the 
Health Q,uestionnaire is general practice also. The Rhode 
Island communities studied did not make use of the Dental 
Questionnaire. The pre-school children are not brought 
to school before the conference. The formal group con-
ference is the most frequent practice. 
CONNECTICUT 
In the State of Connecticut the author received in-
formation from forty-two communities which had Pre-School 
Conferences. Data on these are given on Table 6, Page 
41. The following statements characterize the figures 
for the use of the Brockton Pre-School Conference prac-
tices in the State of Connecticut: 
1. No Connecticut community had 
a fall survey of those expected 
to enter. 
2~ Only seven elementary school 
systems received their lists 
of those expected to enter 
from the superintendent. 
3. Nearly all conducted their 
own spring survey of those 
expected to enter. 
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TABLE VI 
PRE-SCHOOL CONFEREThTCE PRACTICES FOUliD IN FOR 
r-c-1-a--~c--c c c -~ c'c-c c c c c 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
--Those coming 't-;-o-G~·r-a-,d=-e--:::I:------t--1---+-+-·-+--il---t---+-··- ~-~-·t----t---i,.---t---+-t--+--
' I , 
CHARACTERISTICS OF 
BROCKTON CONFERENCE c i' c 
2 3 
c 
1 
1. Fall Survey of ••••••••••••• 
2. List Coming from Supt •••••• 
3. Spring Survey of ••••••••••• 
4. Program planned by Sup·t;. • 9 • 
5. Invitations to Parents with 
"Getting Ready For School" 
Booklet ••.••••.•..••...••.. 
6. Health ~u~stionnaire ••••••• 
7. Dental Questionnaire ••••••• 
s. Children Visit School 
Before Conference •••••••••• 
9. Conference-Speakers 
Describe Material Sent Out • 
-- - -
OTHER PRACTICES IN 
CONNECTICUT C01~ITIES 
l."Regi stration -·---. ............... 
2. Physical E:x:Sln and 
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4. Less than half of the super-
intendents planned the programs 
for the conferences. 
5. All forty-two communities sent 
invitations with parents' pam-
phlets similar to the Brockton 
"Getting Ready For School" 
booklets. 
6. One third of the cases studied 
included Health Questionnaires 
to be filied out before the 
conference. 
?. Only three included Dental 
Questionnaires to be .filled 
out before the conference. 
8. In no schools did the children 
visit school before the con-
ference. 
9. In just half of the cases stud-
ied there was a formal group 
conference with a panel of 
speakers who covered subjects 
similar to those of the Brockton 
Conference. 
The following additional practices were reported by 
the Connecticut schools: 
1. Two communities simply regis-
tered the children in the 
spring. 
2. Six school systems combined 
physical examinations with 
registration. 
3. Eight communities arranged 
individual conferences be-
tween the parent, child and 
teacher. 
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4. One se~hool system used the 
home conference practice. 
5. Three communities used the 
Parent Teacher Association 
Swmner Round-Up practice. 
6. The program for the Pre-School 
Conference was planned by the 
principal in more than half 
the cases. 
These facts seem to indicate that information cover-
ing those expected to enter is gathered in Connectic:ut in 
the spring, not in the fall. A few depend on a list from 
the superintendent. The program is planned by the prin-
cipal in more than half the school systems. The invita-
tion with the parents' pamphlet similar to the Brockton 
"Getting Ready For School" booklet seems to be a general 
practice. The use of the Health ~uestionnaire was gener-
al practice in one third of the cases studied but the 
Tiental ~uestioru1aire was not. Pre-sehool children are 
not brought to school to visit before the conference. 
The formal group conference is the most frequent practice 
and the individual c:onference and Parent Teacher Associa-
tion Summer Round-Ups are also used. 
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONTAI.l'JED 
IN TABLES I THROUGH VI 
The author took the totals from Tables 1 through 6 
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and constructed a Master Table which gives the total f r e-
quency that the Brockton Pre-School Conferenc:e practices 
occurred in the one hundred forty-one communities studied 
and also includes the ti tals of other prac:tices not found 
in Brockton. These data are given on Master Table, Page 
44. The following statements characterize the figures 
for the use of the Brockton Pre-School Conference prac-
tices in the one hundred forty-one communities located 
in the six New England States: 
1. None of the one hundred forty-
one communities studied con-
ducted a fall survey of those 
expected to enter. 
2. Only seventeen per cent of the 
school systems received their 
pre-school list of those expect-
ed to enter from the superin-
tendents. 
3. More than eighty per cent of 
the principals conducted their 
own spring surveys of those 
expected to enter. 
4. In approximately one third of 
the communities studied the 
program of the conference was 
planned by the superintendents. 
5. N1nety-three per cent of the 
cases sent invitations with 
parents' pamphlets similar to 
the Broclcton "Getting Ready 
For School" booklets. 
6. Forty-three per cent of the 
systems used Health Question-
naires. 
7. Only five per cent used Dental 
Questionnaires. 
8. None of the one hundred forty-
one cases studied provided for 
the pre-school children to 
visit school before the con-
ferenc.e. 
9. In fifty-two per cent of the 
cases studi~d there was a 
formal group conference with 
a panel of speakers who cover-
ed subjects similar to those 
of the Brockton Conference. 
The following additional practices were reported by 
the one hundred forty-one New England cormnunities: 
1. Six per cent of the commun-
ities simply registered the 
children in the spring. 
2. Fourteen per cent of the 
school systems combined 
physical examinations with 
registration. 
3. Ten per cent used the indi-
vidual conference practice. 
4. Only two cormnunities in New 
England used the home confer-
ence prac::tice. 
5. Fifteen per cent of the total 
cases used the Parent Teacher 
Association Smmner Round-Up. 
These facts seem to indicate that inforrnation on 
those expected to enter is gathered in New England com-
munities in the spring, not in ' the fall. Only a small 
percentage of communities depended on the list coming 
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from the superintendent. In the majority of cases the 
progra.'ll for the conference is planned by the principals. 
Th e invitation with the parents' pamphlet similar to the 
Brockton "Getting Ready For School" booklet is general 
prac:tice in most communi ties. The use of the Health 
Qv.estionnaire is practiced in slightly less than half of 
the places studied and the use of the Dental Questionnaire 
is not practiced at all. Pre-school children are not 
brought to school to visit before the conference in any 
of the c ases studied . The formal group conference is the 
most fre quent p r ae:tice and the Parent Teacher As sociation 
Summer Round-Up and individual conference are also used. 
DESCRIPTION OF HOME VISITATION CONFERUTCES 
IN TV'fO REC OMlviJlit\fDED CITIES 
A study of the procedure used in Pre-School Confer-
ences in one city located in the central states and an-
other located in the mid-west was made on .the reconrraend-
a.tion of two qualified educators. 
In both cities the same program has been in opera-
tion since 1948. 
The plan for their conferences is similar to the 
plan that a few communi ties in l\!Iassachusetts and Connec-
ticut are using , the home visitation conference, but 
these two cities devoted nine full days in the fall for 
4? 
the program. 
The first grade teacher is given a "Teacher Guide 
for Home Visitingtr which gives the teacher a plan of 
procedure to follow. 
The home visits in both communities are carefully 
planned. The parent is informed in advance about the 
visit so that parents can make whatever preparations 
they feel necessary and parents are encouraged to let 
the child have some part in planning the visit. 
The teacher visits the home not as an investigator 
but as a person interested in the home because she has a 
sincere interest in the child • . 
In both cities the teacher is equipped with an ob-
servation guide on the home visit and is obliged to make 
out a report on: 
A. Mother, father, children 
1. Cleanliness of 
B. Attitude in the home 
1. Mother or father 
C. Home 
1. Condition 
D. Signs of provision for 
welfare of ehildren in 
the home 
E. Spiritual well-being of 
home 
F. Cultural well-being of 
home 
G. Recreational well-being 
of home 
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In both of these corr~unities it is reported that 
these home conferences have brought about gratifying re-
sults. The school authorities feel that the time spent 
(9 days) is well invested inasmuch as each child enters 
school knowing the teacher as a friend. Individual needs 
of the children are taken care of by the proper author-
ities before the child enters school. 
The first grade teachers spend the first two weeks 
of school in the fall to make these home visits. The 
school authorities in these communities feel that even 
though the first graders miss the first two weeks of 
school and are not enrolled until the beginning of the 
third week that the time spent getting each first grader 
ready compensates for the nine days spent on home visita-
tions. 
These two cities were not included in the study with 
the one hundred forty-one communities because they are 
outside New England but were especially selected for 
their interest in home-school relations. 
The outstanding difference between practices . in New 
England communities compared with these two cities is 
that New England school systems hold group Pre-School 
Conferences in the spring and these two communities hold 
home visitation programs the first thing in the fall. 
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CHAPTER IV 
RESULTS OF SURvEY M.ADIG IN BROCKTON 
In order to improve Brockton's Pre-School Conference 
the author sent letters describing this study and question-
naires to thirty-five Brockton Grade I teachers, who had 
participated in the conference in the spring of 1950, 
asking for their opinions on the 1950 conference and sug-
gestions for an improved conference. These teacher in-
quiries contained seven questions and gave the teachers 
an opportunity to make suggestions for an improved con-
f erenc e. (Appendix C • ) 
Letters of explanation and questionnaires were also 
sent to the parents of nine hundred forty-five (945) 
children who h ad entered Grade I in September 1950 and 
whose parent s had opportunities to attend the 1950 Pre-
School Conference. These parent questionnaires contained 
t v1enty-one quest ions and gave the parents opportunities 
to make suggestions for an improved conferenc e . 
(Appendix D. ) 
The author has summarized the infoTI~ation gathered 
in t wo part s in this Chapter . The first section de-
scribes the information on the Teacher Inquiries and the 
sec:ond sec;tion desc:ri bes the information on the Parent 
Inquiries. 
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PART I TEACI-IER INGlUIRIES 
The thirty-five Grade I teachers who were sent in-
quiries had the following number of years teaching ex-
p erience: 
TABLE VII 
FIRST GR.f}Jii~ TE WlillRS , BROCK'J'O!T , 1/IASS • 19 50 
0-5 years 
14 
YEARS EXPERIENCE 
6-10 years 
3 
11-15 years 
8 
16-over years 
11 
These figures show that more than sixty per cent of 
t he Grade I teachers in Broclcton had six or more years 
of te aching experience and this would indic a te that the 
author received most of his informat ion from an experi-
enced teaching group. 
The Teachers' Inquiry (Appendix C) conta ined seven 
questions that the Superintendent of Schools and Super-
visor of Elementary Education suggested. The following 
information was gathered from the thirty-five Teac)J.er 
Inquiries: 
Question 1. How many of the parents of your first 
grade children attended the Pre-School Conference? 
Jll1swer . Six hundred and seventeen parents attended 
the Pre-School Conference in the spring of 1950. 
Question 2. Did you notice any difference in the 
adjustment of' those whose parents attended compared with 
those whose parents did not attend? Explain. 
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P~swer. All thirty~five teachers gave similar 
answers to this question. They did not observe any 
great dif ferences in the adjustment period of thdse 
whose parents attended and those whose p arents did not 
attend. The general consensus was that every new first 
grade has a small percentage of children who don't ad-
just as readily as the majority and that attendance at 
the conference had little bearing on the adjustment 
period. 
Question 3. Do the children whose parents attended 
the conference seem better prepared in the following 
habits: 
a. Putting on clothes 
b. Toilet habits 
c. Habits about play 
d. Speech and talking 
e. Paying attention 
f. Adjusting away from parents 
g . Playing with children 
h. Using crayon or blackboard 
i. Coloring and cutting 
j. Using numbers meaningfully 
Answer. All thirty-five teachers answered that it 
was difficult to judge not knowing what the child's ac-
a;omplishrnents were before the conference. They also 
stated that this is a pre-school training problem depend-
ing on the parents and that the conference had no effect 
on the child's preparation in those particular habits. 
Question 4. Do you feel that the Pre-School Confer-
ence helps you to get off to a better start with the 
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children for school in the fall? 
Answer. The thirty-five teachers concerned were 
about evenly divided in their opinions in answering this 
question. Seventeen thought that it did help and eight-
een stated that they thought it did not. 
The author noted that the teac:hers who thought the 
conference gave the children a better start in the fall 
teach at the smaller schools and had opportunities to 
meet the parents and children on the day of the confer-
ence while the teachers who took the opposite viewpoint 
teach in the larger schools where conference attendance 
was heavy and did not have opportunities to meet any of 
the parents or children. 
~uestion 5. \~at part did you take in the confer-
ence? 
Answer. Almost all of the teachers answered "none" 
to this question. A few did state that during the social 
hour that followed the panel of speakers they did meet a 
few of the parents and children. 
~uestion 6. no you think individual conferences 
with each parent and her child in the spring would be 
more helpful to parents and children? 
Answer. 1. Ten out of the thirty-five teachers 
thought that individual conferences in the spring would 
be more beneficial to the child, parent and teacher if 
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some plan could be worked out for substitute teachers to 
truce care of the present first grade children. 2. Twen-
ty-five of the teachers answered by stating that they 
thought the present conference covered all the informa-
tion necessary to get the child ready for school in the 
f all. 
Question 7. What suggestions would you make to im-
prove the conference? 
.Answer. 1. Ten of the Grade I teachers suggested 
a follow-up type of individual conference in the fall 
after the children had been in school several weeks. 
2. Two teachers suggested more parent participation in 
the conference. 3. Three teachers suggested a question 
box where parents who are shy might place their questions. 
4. Five teachers thought that some plan should be worked 
out so that all parents could attend the conference. 
They feel that every year they fail to meet the parents 
who really need the information given at the conference. 
5. Eight teachers suggested that more stress should be 
placed on the health of the child. They pointed out the 
importance that regular meals, sleep and cleanliness 
have on a child's school progress. Perhaps the most 
glaring example of this negligence is the refusal of 
parents to equip their children with eye-glasses. 
6. Seven thought that the present conference covered 
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all information necessary for pre-school training. 
Some of the teachers' answers indicated to the 
author that they may have misunderstood some of the 
questions. The answers given to question two on the 
Teacher Inquiry on noticeable differences in the adjust-
ment period of children whose parents attended compared 
with those whose parents did not attend would perhaps 
have been of a different nature if the teachers had known 
this study was to be made. The answers seem to indicate 
to the author that the teachers probably didn't notice 
whether the parents of those children who adjusted read-
ily attended the conference or not. Although all thirty-
five teachers gave similar answers to question three 
stating that it was difficult to judge whether attend-
ance at the conference had any bearing on the child's 
preparation in certain habits it seems that here again 
the teachers probably didn't notice. The parents were 
informed by one of the speakers at the conference of the 
importance of these ten habits and it seems to the au-
thor that some of the parents must have benefited by 
this instruction and worked with their pre-school child 
on these ten habits. The answers given to question four 
and five might indicate that the first grade teacher 
should have a more active part in the conference. The 
answers given to question six indicates that about one 
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third of t he teachers are very much interest ed in closer 
rel ations between the parent, child and teacher. The 
suggestion by ten of the teachers for a follow-up type 
of individual conference in the fall might be a practice 
worth adopting. 
PART II PARENT I NQ,UIRIES 
The author with t he cooperation of the first grade 
teachers sent letters explaining the study and Parent 
Inquiry Forms to the nine hundred forty-five parents who 
had opportunities to attend the conference. 
Eight hundred ninety-eight parents answered the in-
quiries. On studying the replies the author learned 
that six hundred seventeen parents or about sixty-five 
per cent of the parents who had opportunities to attend 
t he conference were present. The following table shows 
t hese results: 
TABLE VIII , 
CmTFEP.EnCE .ltTTEl\iu.AIITCEj BROCKTON j };t.ASS . 1950 
:No. of Parents 
Having Opportu-
nities t o Attend 
945 
Total No . % of Parents No. of Parents 
of Parents Answering Attending 
Answering Survey Conference 
Surv-e 
898 617 
'% 'o f Parents 
Attending and 
Answering 
Survey 
The author learned from studying the replies that 
parent attandance at t he conference ran as high as nine-
ty per cent in the schools located in the residential 
areas and as low as forty-nine per cent in t he schools 
located in t he so-called low income areas. This lower 
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parent attendance was probably due to the fact that both 
parents were employed. 
The Parents' Inquiry contained seventeen yes and no 
questions, three questions asking for parents' sugges-
tions and one on the vaccination date. The following 
information was from the seventeen questions answered by 
yes or no with the number of parent replies: 
QUESTION 
N 0. OF PAREN1\S 
REPLYING 
YES NO 
1. Did father attend the conference? 28 
2 . Did mother attend the conference? 617 
3. Did you talce your child with you 
to the school on the day of the 
conference? 
4. Do you feel that your child en-
617 
joyed the visit? 617 
5. Is this your first child t o enter 
school? 312 
6. If not, have you attended a pre -
school conference with your other 
children? 198 
?. Do you find the conference valu-
able? 61? 
8 . Did your child look forward to 
the first day of s chool? 61? 
9. Do you feel that this visit to 
the school in April contributed 
to this? 61? 
10. Do you think the pre- school con-
ference help ful enough to p arents 
and c hildre n to continue? 61? 
305 
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Q,UI!:STION 
11. Have you received help from read-
ing the booklet "Getting Ready 
For School" given you a t this 
TES 
time? 617 
12 . Did the principal ' s talk help you 
to interpret the school policies 
in the booklet? 617 
13. Did the t alk by the Supervisor of 
Health help you to understand the 
booklet? 588 
14. Did the t a lk by the Superintendent 
of Schools or member of the Guid-
ance Clinic give you more help 
than the booklet on the subject of 
child preparat ion and growth? 150 
15. Do you feel that the booklet gives 
you enough information on reading? 579 
16. Would you have preferred to have 
had a private conference with the 
teacher who was going to have 
your child than this group con-
ference before your child entered 
school? 358 
17. Would you like to have had more 
conferences during the year on 
child guidance and growth? 419 
NO 
29 
477 
38 
259 
198 
The replies on the yes and no questions indicated 
that: 
1. Less than five per cent of the 
fathers ·attended the conferences. 
2. Approximat ely two thirds of the 
mothers of those expected to 
enter Grade I in the fall 
attended the conferences. 
3. All mothers in attendance 
brought the pre-school child. 
4. All parents attending felt 
tha t all the children enjoyed 
the visit. 
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5. Approx i mately half of the 
children attendi n g were the 
first child of' that family 
to enter school. It was a 
new experience for them. 
6. About one third of the mothers 
had attended previous confer-
ences. 
7. All mothers thought the con-
ferences valuable. 
8 . All felt that their children 
looked forward to the first 
day of school. 
9. All parents felt that the child's 
visit to the classroom built up 
a strong feeling within him for 
school. 
10. All parents wished to have con-
ferences continued. 
11. All parents felt that the "Get-
ting Ready For School" booklet 
was helpful. 
12. The principal's talk helped 
t hem to interpret the school 
policies in the booklet. 
13. Almost all the parents thought 
the member of the Health Depart-
ment helped them to understand 
the booklet. 
14. More than seventy-five per cent 
of the parents agreed that the 
talk by the superintendent or a 
member of the Guidance Clinic 
did not give more help on the 
subject of child preparation 
than the booklet. 
15. Most of the parents agreed that 
the booklet gave suffici·ent 
information on reading . 
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16. Approximately sixty per cent 
of the parents would have 
preferred a private confer-
ence with the child and 
teacher. 
17. More than sixty-five per cent 
of the parents would like to have 
had more conferences during the 
year on child guidance and growth. 
In answer to question sixteen on the Parents' In-
quiry which asked which part of the conference was the 
most helpful the author found the following information: 
1. Many of the parents seemed to 
be in agreement that the pre-
scrhool child's visit to the 
first grade classroom to watch 
the teacher conduct class and 
the child's opportunity to take 
part in the games conducted did 
more to build up the child's 
desire to go to school than any 
part of the conference. 
2. Some thought that the princi-
pal's talk was the highlight 
of the conference. 
3. Several thought that the Health 
Department speaker gave them 
the most help. 
4. Most of the parents said that 
all parts of the conference 
were helpful. 
In answer to question twenty which asked whether or 
not the school doctor gave any help on the child's physi-
cal needs the following replies were received: 
1 • . Some of the parents stated 
that at the physical examina-
tion the school doctor sub-
stantiated their own family 
doctor's diagnosis. 
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2. Several of the parents were 
informed of cavities in the 
children's teeth and foot 
conditions that needed cor-
rection. 
3. Most of the parents replied 
that they were very happy 
and grateful to find their 
children in good physical 
condition. 
In answer to the last question, number twenty-one, 
t he author received the following suggestions: 
1. Some of the parents thought 
that the principal, supervisor 
of health and first grade 
teacher could cover all the 
topics on the conference agenda. 
2. Others expressed a strong desire 
for an individual conference 
with the first grade teacher. 
These parents seemed very much 
against what they called "regi-
mentation". 
3. Many of the parents failed to 
make any suggestions. 
4. Most of the parents were well 
satisfied with the conference 
agenda but expre s sed a desire 
to meet with the teacher again 
sometime in late October for an 
individual conference. 
The author felt well satisfied with the number of 
parent inquiries an swered and was surprised at the high 
percentage (65%) of parent attendance. The fact that 
many parents felt that the principal, health department 
representative and first grade teacher could cover the 
subjects spoken on at the conference might indicate that 
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the speaking progrrun was too long. The parents' sug-
gestions for continuance of the present conference and 
the addition of individual conferences in the fall seems 
to indicate that parents are reluctant to discuss indi-
vidual problems at the group conference and individual 
problems begin to appear soon after the pre-school child 
enters school. The suggestions of the parents seem to 
indicate that they feel closer to the first grade 
teacher, nurse and principal than to other members of 
the school department who speak at the conference. 
In Chapter V the author will evaluate this study and 
make recommendations. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUM:WlARY, CONCLUSIONS .AND RECOI\I.IMENDATIONS 
This chapter contains three parts. Part one sum-
marizes the information on Pre-School Conferences gather-
ed from: 
Part 
1. a study of literature on the 
Pre-School Conference, 
2. one hundred forty-one New 
England communities and two 
communities outside New 
England recommended for 
study, 
3. thirty-five first grade 
teac,hers in Brockton, and 
4. six hundred seventeen 
Brockton parents who attend-
ed the Pre-School Conference 
in the spring of 1950. 
t wo i ncludes definite conclusions 
1. a study of literature on 
the Pre-School Conference, 
and 
2 . results that have grown out 
of the study. 
based on: 
Part three contains recommendations based on the 
e:onclusions. 
PART I 
Summary of the study of literature on the Pre-
School Conference: As early as 1890 investigations of 
the effec:t of early school life upon the mental health 
of the child had been made but it was not until after 
World War I that a concentrated movement began for better 
mental hygiene in the primary school. The effec:t of the 
movement appeared in the provision for more conferences 
between home and school, for more readily accessible psy-
chiatric advice, for the training of teachers in child 
p s ychology and for a more flexible organization of school 
work so that the happiness and success of the individual 
child mi ght receive more attention. 
Enlightened Parent Teacher Associations went to 
worlc in the late nineteen t wenties to modify public 
school procedures and pressed vigorously for closer 
parent and teacher coopera tion. 
In all of the literature surveyed the writer gather-
ed the following thoughts f rom the leading authors on 
childhood education: 
1. A rela tionship between parents 
and school, if started before 
t he child enters school, will 
create a mutual-trust rela tion-
ship and once this i s estab-
li shed a good parent will find 
many ways to strengthen ·t he 
school a s a member of the te am . 
2 . Pers ona lized i ndividua l confer-
ences between t he te acher and 
parent c an be made a sys tematic 
f eature of the school pro gr am . 
3. The kindergarten shares with t he 
home t he responsibility of devel-
oping the child for readines s f or 
formal s chool work and iNhere 
t here are no kindergarten s t he 
earlier i n the lif e of t he child 
t hat the parents and teachers 
conf er t he sooner the parents and 
chi ld will benefi t . -
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4. Early sp r i n g regi s tration a t 
a Pre-School Conference en-
courage s the parent t o h ave 
needed medic al and dent a l 
defects corrected . 
5 . A be gi nning has been made in 
te arn.wor k in educ ation by t he 
establishment of the Pre-
School Confer ence, occa sional 
open house and by the growth 
of parent-tea cher organizations. 
Smnma,r y of inf ormation from one hundred forty-one 
New Engl and communi ties and t wo co:rr..ununi ties outside New 
Engl and recomn1ended for study : The descriptions of Pre-
School Conf er ences gathered f r om one hundr ed forty-one 
New En gl and communities i ndic a ted that i nfo rmation on 
pre- s chool children expected to enter school is gathered 
in the spring , not in the fall. Only a small percentage 
of the communities depended on the list of expected first 
gr aders from the superintendent. The principals, in the 
majori t y of the New England school systems studied, gath-
er this information of those expected to enter. The pro-
gr am for the conference is p lanned by the principals in 
most of the communities studied. The invitation to the 
parents with the "Getting Ready For School" booklet is 
general p r actice in nearly all the school s ys tems. The 
use of the Health Questionnaire. is practiced in slightly 
less than half of the p laces s·tudied and the use of the 
Denta l Que s tionnaire is not pr ac:ticed at all. Pre-school 
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children are · not brought to school to visit before the 
conference in any of the cases studied. The formal group 
conference is the most frequent practice and the Parent 
Teacher Association Summer Round-Up and individual con-
ference are also used. 
The two cities in other parts of the country recom-
mended by qualified people as communities which had given 
particular attention to this problem both had the same 
practices. In both communities the home visitation prac-
tice was used. The first thing in the fall the first 
grade teachers were given a "Teacher Guide for Home 
Visiting" which gave the teachers a plan of procedure to 
follow. The first nine days of regular school sessions 
in the fall were spent in visits to the homes of the pre-
school children by the Grade I teachers. The home visits 
in both communities were carefully planned. The parents 
were informed in advance about the visit so that they 
might make whatever preparations they thought necessary. 
The school authorities in these two communities felt that 
even though the first graders missed the first two weeks 
of school the time spent in getting each pre-school child 
ready compensated for the nine days spent on home visita-
tions. 
Summary of information gathered from thirty-five 
first grade teachers in Brockton: The information gath-
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ered from the Teachers' Inquiry indicates that all thirty-
five teachers didn't notice any great difference in the 
adjustment period of those children whose parents attend-
ed t he conference and those whose parents did not attend. 
The general consensus was tha~ every new first grade has 
a small percentage of children who don't adju st as readily 
as the majority and that attendance at the conference had 
little bearing on the adjustment period. All thirty-five 
teachers also had sliailar thoughts on the preparation of 
pre-school children in particular habits. The teachers 
felt that it was difficult to judge whether children 
whose parents attended the conference were better pre-
pared in certain habits because they did not know what 
the child's accomplishments were before the conference. 
They also stated that this is a pre-school training prob-
lem depending on the parents and that the conference had 
no effect on the child's preparation in those particular 
habits. The thirty-five teachers were about evenly di~ 
vided in their opinions as to whether or not the confer-
ence helped them to get off to a better start with the 
children in t he fall. Ah aost all the teachers admitted 
that t heir part in t he conference was very minor although 
some did state that they met a few of the parents and 
children during the social hour that followed the formal 
group conference. 
About one third of the teachers thought that indi-
6? 
-Vidual conferences in the spring would be more benefi-
cial to the c;hild, parent and teacher if a plan could be 
arranged for substitute teachers to take c are of the 
present first grade. 
Ten of the Grade I teachers suggested a follow-up 
type of individual conference in the ·fall after school 
had been in se ssion several weeks. A few teachers 
stressed more parent participation and several others 
suggested a question box where parents who are shy might 
place their questions. Some teachers thought that a plan 
should be arranged so that all parents crould attend the 
conference. Eight of the thirty-five teachers suggested 
that more stress should be placed on the health of the 
child. They pointed out that the parents must be made 
aware of the fac;t that a child's school progress depends 
on regular meals, sleep and cleanliness. 
Summary of information from six hundred seventeen 
Brockton parents: Information gathered from the Parent 
Inquiries indicated that the majority of the parents are 
interested in this program. Out of nine hundred forty-
five parents having opportunities to attend the confer-
ence approximately sixty-five per cent reptirted being 
present. Six hundred seventeen parents attended the 
conference. In some of the schools located in residen-
tial areas the attendance ran as high as ninety per cent. 
Approximately half of the children who attended the con-
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ference with the parents were the first child of each 
family to enter school. All of the mothers thought the 
conference valuable and felt that the ~hild's_ visit to 
the classroom built up a strong feeling within him for 
school. More than seventy~five per cent of the parents 
attending agreed that the talk by the superintendent or 
a member of the guidance clinic did not give more help 
on the subject of child preparation than the booklet. 
About sixty per cent of the parents would have preferred 
a private conference with the child and teacher and 
slightly more than sixty-five per cent would like to 
have had more conferences during the year on child guid-
ance and growth. Some of the parents thought that the 
principal, supervisor of health and first grade teacher 
could cover all the topics on the conference agenda. 
Most of the parents were well satisfied -with the confer-
ence but expressed a desire to meet with the teacher 
again sometime in late October for an individual confer-
ence. 
PART II CONCLUSIONS 
A study of literature on the Pre-School Conference 
seems to justify ·the following conclusions: 
1. The relationship between the 
home and school, between parent 
and teacher and principal is 
far more cordial and helpful 
today than ever before. -
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2. Parent teacher conferences 
should be carefully planned. 
3. The parents and teachers should 
confer early in the spring be-
fore the child enters school 
especially where there are no 
kindergartens. 
4. Pre-School Conferences or 
early registrations encour-
age the parent to have needed 
medical and dental defects 
corrected. · 
5. Personalized individual confer-
ences between the teacher and 
parent can be made a systematic 
feature of the school program • . 
6. Getting a child ready for school 
requires specific long range 
planning. 
7. Individual and group conferences 
are a widely practiced means of 
maintaining satisfactory coopera-
tion between the home and the 
school. 
8. Parent teacher conferences and 
family counseling services 
should be extended to all. 
9. Parent observations may be 
considered definite supple-
ments to the teachers reports. 
10. A relationship between the 
parents and school, if started 
before the child enters school, 
will creat e a mutual-trust re-
lationship . 
The information received from one hundred forty-one 
New England communities and two communities outside New 
England recommended for study seemed to justify the 
?0 
following conclus ions: 
1. It is suff icient to collect 
informat ion on pre-school 
children once a year in the 
spring . The fall survey does 
not seem necessary throughout 
New England. 
2. The principal can be given 
complete responsibility for 
gathering i nformation on 
pre-school children. 
3. The principal ~an be given 
complete responsibility for 
planning the progrrua for the 
Pre-School Conference. 
4. A parent pamphlet similar to 
the Brockton "Getting Ready 
For School11 booklet is quite 
generally used. 
5. The "Health ~~uestionnaire" 
to paren ts is not as gen-
erally used. 
6. The unent a l Questionnaire" 
is not used. 
7. Visiting sc:hool by pre-school 
children prior to the confer-
ence is not done. 
B. The formal group pre~school 
conference is the most fre quent 
practice although there are ex-
amples of plans for individua l 
conferences. 
The inquiry o~ thirty-~ive Brockton Grade I teachers 
who were present at the 19 50 Pre-School Conference seems 
to justify the f ollowing conclusions: 
1. Teachers believe that attend-
ance at the conference had 
no be aring on the adjustment 
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period of the chi ldren enter-
ing Grade I although a maj or-
ity of the teachers fe lt that 
the conferen ce did help them 
to get off to a better start 
wi th the chi ldr en in the fall. 
2 . The teachers felt their nart 
i n the conference was minor. 
3. A minority of the teachers 
prefer individual conferences 
in t he s pring and others re-
commend the follo·w-up type of 
conference in the fall. 
4. The teachers feel the need of 
greater participation in the 
group conference by parents . 
5. The teachers also fee l the 
need of stress on the health 
of the child at the confer-
ence. 
I ' o . Pos s ibility of having indivi d-
ual conf erence in the f all be -
fore t he child enters school 
i f t he pre - s chool child is per-
mi t ted to en t e r school l a ter 
t h an the re gular pupils. Hold-
ing the conference of parent 
and teacher before t he child 
enters school can be arranged 
in the f all instead of the 
spring by postponing the 
entrance of new children until 
after t he confer ence neriod. 
The following conclusions seem justified by the 
i n f'ormation gathered f'rorn six hundred seven teen p arents 
who attended the conference: 
1. The p ar ents of Brockton are 
interested in this confer -
ence. 
2 . They f eel it is va luable. 
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3 . They feel t he visit to the 
Grade I classroom by the 
child was s timulating . 
4 . They f eel the parents' pam-
phlet "Getting Ready For 
School." wa s he l pful. 
5 . Many want private conferences 
wi th the tea cher . 
6 . Conference s on child gui danc e 
and growth duri ng the year 
are desired. 
7. Paren ts fee l that the princi-
pal, supervisor o:f health and 
f irst gr ade teacher are suf -
ficient in the conference. 
RECOMJ:viENDATI 01-TS 
Based on the s e f acts and conc lusions the f ollowi ng 
changes i n Brockton ' s Pre-School Conference seem to be 
justified : 
l. All i nformat ion on pre-school 
c:hildren expected to enter 
Grade I in the f all could be 
gathered by the principal in 
the early spring . 
2 . The progr ruas in each building 
could be pl anned by the prin-
cipals and first grade teachers , 
pro grams to be p l anned to fit 
the needs of t hat particular 
district. 
3. Children could be registered 
on the day o:f the conference. 
4. All :first gr ade teachers should 
have a prominent part in the 
conference. 
5. Some thought should be given to 
having individual conference s 
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between the parent and the 
teacher which might be one 
or more of the following 
types: 
a. The follow-up type 
after the child has 
entered school. 
b. The individual con-
ference in the fall 
before the child 
en ters school. 
c. The individual con-
ference in the spring 
previous to the child's 
entering school instead 
of the group confe rence. 
The following Brockton practices should be continued: 
l. Invitations wi th "Getting 
Ready For School" booklets 
should be sent to the parents. 
2 . Health and Dental Question-
naires should be sent to the 
parents . 
3. The practice of a llowing the 
pre-school children to visit 
the first grade classroom 
before the formal group con-
ference should be continued 
or a similar visit might be 
arranged before the end of 
the school term. 
4. The formal group conference 
should include the present 
group of speakers. 
The writer feels that the great enthusiasm with 
which the parents and the teachers participated in this 
survey is a good example of the cooperation between the 
home and school today to further educational progress. 
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APPEND I X 
Appendi x A 
Office of the Principal 
Perkins School, Charles St. 
Brockton, Mass. 
December 10, 1950 
Department of Education 
State House 
Boston, Mass. 
Dear Sirs: 
I am making a study of the Pre-
School Conference for Parents and Children 
for my thesis topic in order to evaluate and 
improve our conference in Brockton. 
I would appreciate it greatly if 
you would send to me the names of all the 
towns and cities in the State of Massachusetts 
that have held Pre-School Conferences for 
Children. 
PHF :AA 
Very sincerely, 
Paul H. Ford 
Principal 
Dear Sir: 
App endix B 
Office of the Principal 
Perkins Sehool, Charles St. 
Brockton, Mass. 
March 15, 1951 
I am making a study of the Pre-School 
Conference for Parents and Children for my 
thesis topic and also to evaluate and improve 
our conference in Brockton. 
I would appreciate it greatly if you 
would send to me a description of your con-
ference, bulletins or booklets or any in-
formation you may have on this subjeet. 
Postage is enclosed for your conveni-
ence in replying. 
PHF: AA 
Enc. 
Very sincerely, 
Paul H. l!,ord · 
Principal 
Dear Mrs. 
Appendix C 
Perkins School 
Brockton, Mass. 
Date: 
The Brockton School Department is trying to 
help parents understand their children better, to 
promote a closer relation between parents and 
teachers and to improve our schools. 
The Pre-School Conference is part of our 
program to help your child enjoy his school and 
make all necessary adjustments as easily as 
possible. 
It will be greatly appreciated if you will 
answer the ~uestions and make suggestions on the 
enclosed questionnaire and return to the Grade I 
teacher. 
Your support is desired so that we may make 
our Pre-School Conferences of definite value to 
the parents. 
Very sincerely, 
Principal 
Approved: 
Superintendent of Schools 
Director of Elementary Education 
Information from Parents 
To the parents of In order to 
improve our Pre-School Conference in Broc·kton would you 
please answer the following questions and make suggestions 
where asked. 
YES NO Please chee,k "Yes" or "No" where indicated. 
1 • . Did father attend the conference? 
2. Did mother attend the conference? 
3. Did you take your child with you to the school 
on the day · of the conference? 
4. Do you-feel that your child enjoyed the visit? 
5. Is this your first c'hild to enter school? 
6. If not, have you attended a pre-school confer-
ence with your other children? 
7. Do you find the conferences valuable? 
8. Did your child look forward to the first day 
of school? 
9. Do you feel that this visit to the school in 
April contributed to this? 
10. Do you think the pre-school conference helpful 
enough to parents and children to continue? 
11. Have you received help from reading the booklet 
"Getting Ready For School" given you at this time? 
12. Did the Principal's talk help you to interpret 
the school policies in the booklet? 
13. Did the talk by the Supervisor of Health help you 
to understand the · booklet? 
14. Did the talk by the Superintendent of Schools or 
member of the Guidance Clinic give you more help 
than the booklet on the subject of child prepara-
tion and growth? 
15. Do you feel that the booklet gives you enough 
information on reading? 
16. What part of the conference gave you the most 
help? 
17. Would you have preferred to have had a private 
conference with the . teacher who was going to 
have your child than this group conference 
before your child entered school? 
18. Would you like to have had more conferences 
during the year on child guidance and growth? 
19. Vfuen was your child vaccinated? 
Date: Year Month--,_..,..--
20. At the physical examination in June, did the 
doctor give you any help as to your child's 
physical needs? Explain: 
21. Would you please make suggestions that might 
improve our conference or suggest problems 
that are not covered in our conference? 
(Use reverse side if necessary) 
Dear Miss: 
Appendix D 
Perkins School 
Brockton, Mass. 
Mr. Edwin A. Nelson, our Superintendent and Miss Roberta 
Kellog, our 'Director of Elementary Education, have asked me 
to evaluate our Pre-School Conference held in the spring of 
each year in the public schools of Brockton. 
The purposes of our Pre-School Conference are to bring 
the education of parents and their children into a more 
intimate interrelation, to educate parents in better methods 
of child care, to provide or stimulate the provision of 
health supervision, to build a positive attitude toward school 
and to acquaint the parent with the importance of the School 
Pro gram , t he chiid's health, his preparation and growth. It 
is with your cooperation and suggestions that we can keep the 
Brockton School Department a leader in this particular phase 
of education. 
I am distributing teacher and parent questionnaires to 
each Grade I in Brockton and am asking you to give the parent 
forms to the children who are in your Grade I now and whose 
parents attended the Pre-School Confe rence in the spring of 
1950 . With eac h Parent Inquiry will go a letter of exp lanation 
to the parent. 
I would suggest giving them out on Monday, April 2nd 
and asking for their return within three days. 
On the Teacher Inquiry please give your candid ideas, 
opi nions and suggestions. This is the aim of the inquiry and 
we will gai n much by your evaluation of the program. 
I mi ght add tha t besides considerable researc:h I have 
contac:t ed approximately 200 communi t ie s in New England and u . 
S. A . _in an effort to compare our procedures with theirs . 
Would you p lea se return Parent and Teacher Inqui r ies t o 
me at the Per kins School within one week ? 
Very s incerely , 
Principal 
Approved : 
Superintendent of Schools 
Director of Elementary Educ ation 
Number 
Teachers' Inquiry on Pre-Sc hool Conferen ce. 
1. How many of the parents of your first grade 
children attended the p re-school conference? 
2 . Did you notice any differen ce in the adjustment 
period of those whose parents attended compared 
with those whose p arents did not attend? 
Yes No Erplain . 
3 . Do the ch ildren whose parents attended the 
conference s eem better p repared in the fol l6wing 
habit s ? Please check yes or no. 
YES NO 
a . lutting on clothes 
b. Toilet habits 
c. Habi ts about p l ay 
d. Sp eech ru1d t a lking 
e. Paying attention 
f. Adjusting away f rom par ents 
g . Playing with children 
h. Using crayon or blackboard 
i. Coloring and cut ting 
j. Using numbers me aningfully 
4. Do you feel tha t the pre-school conference heips 
you to get off to a better start with the children 
for s chool in the f a ll? Yes No • 
Explain vvhy : 
5. Vlha t p art do you t ake in the conference? 
6 . Do you think individual conferences with each 
parent and her c h ild in the spring would be more 
helpful to parents and children? Yes 
No Erplain : 
7. Vfuat suggestions would you make to i mprove the 
conference? 
Family Name 
Place of Birth 
Defects (if any) 
Appendix E 
Of fice of the Principal 
Perkins School, Charles St. 
Brockton, Mass. 
Oct. 15, 1949 
Given Name 
Name of Parent or Guardian 
Place of Birth of Parent or Guardian 
Residence 
Age - October 1 Years and Months 
Remarks 
Appendix F 
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Appendix G 
Dental Examination Request 
Pupil's Name 
Town 
Date 
School 
Teacher 
Has your child had a dental examination by your family 
dentist within the last six months? If not, will you arrange for 
such an examination as soon as possible? In either case, please 
have the dentist fill in and sign below, then return this sheet 
to the teacher. 
This is to certify that I have examined and found the condition checked 
below: 
Date 
O No dental defects. 
0 Dental defects which were present have been 
completely cared for. 
0 Treatment has been started. 
0 Treatment is needed but no provision is made for it. 
Si~rnature of Dentist 
It is not possible to take my child to the family dentist for an 
examination. 
Parent or Guardian 
THIS CARD IS TO BE FILED IN SCHOOL WITH 
PHYSICAL RECORD CARD 
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
60m-4-' 49-26084 . 
.. , 
Appendix H 
In order that the school nurses may have information required by 
the State Department of Education, will you please answer the f ollowing 
questions and RETURN THIS ~ TOMORROW1 Please use £encil. 
Date Pla ce 
N~e _________________ ~~---- of birth________ of birth 
~ -----------------
Tel r No .---...,..,........,..,......,...--------Zone 
-----
Address 
------------------------Name of Family Physio~an __________________ __ F~ily Dentist ____ ~~----------------
Father's Name Mother's name 
-----~--~-------------- ----------------------------
Father's Occupation-------------------- Mother's Occupation ______________________ ___ 
Birthpla ce of Father Birthpla ce of Hother 
Are par ents of child living? If de ceased, stat e cause of f ather's 
of mother's death death _____________________ __ 
-----------------------------
Is there any tuberculosis in the f anily? 
------------------------------------------Names and dat es of birth of child' s brothers and sisters: 
' 
Nane 
-
dat e of birth / 
year nonth ~Pyj 
I 
Nane 
date of birth 
year . nonth day Nane 
date of birth 
year month day 
I 
Nane 
dat e of birth 
year month dai Nmne 
-
date of birth 
yee. r ~day Name 
-
date of birth 
year month day 
If any childr en ar e deceased, state cause of death 
------------------------------Has child ever had an X-ray?__ When?_. __ 11./hy? ______________ Where? _____ __ 
When? Has child ever r eceived treat ment in a hospital? 
------
--------------------
lt,Jhy? vlh er e? 
------------------~--------------------- ------------------------------Clinics attended? _____________________________________ When? ______________________ _ 
hlhy? _____________________________________________________________ _ 
Has child been successfully vaccinated? 
-----
Has child had any of the f ollowing? 
Year Year 
-
Year I Inoculations 
AsthLu Epilepsy 
----------
Pneumonia Diphtheria ________ _ 
Aller gy _____ ~~- Inf. Par alysis ___ __ Running Ear I Whoop . Cough ______ _ 
Chicken Pox Measles Scarlet Fev. · Tetanus 
----- ------ ----------
Convulsions Ger. Measles Sor e Throat Scarlet Fev. 
------ ------ -----
Club Foot 
------
Muops _________ __ Tuberculosis Typhoi d 
--------Diphtheria _______ _ Rheun. Fever 
------
lfuoop Cough Other ___________ _ 
Any other infornation concerning the child's physical condition 
will bo appreciat ed. Please us e the other si de of this paper. 
To be admitted t o the first gr ade , a child must be six years old 
by the fir st day of the f ollowing January. 
PLFASE BRING BIRTH CERTIFICATE AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION 
Date ________________ __ 
Signature of Par ent 
GROvVING UP TO GETHER 
A Booklist for Parents 
AS THE TVJIG I S BEl'!T by Leslie Hohman 
BEQUEST OF WI NGS by .Annis Duff 
THE CHI LD FROM FIVE TO TEN by Arnold Gesell 
CHI LDREN 1\RE PEOPLE by Emily Post 
Appendix 1. 
EVERYDAY PROBLEM:S OF THE EVERYDAY CHILD by Dougla s Thom 
GROVJING 5'UPERIOR CHILDREN by Issac Ku gelmass 
THE HAPPY FAMILY by John Levy 
Kh.""'EP ~JI Hmvl.AN by Clarise Dixon 
I T RUNS I N THE J:t,.AMI LY by James Ellenwood 
PlffiENTS C.Al'J BE .PEOPLE by Dor-othy Baruch 
THE P ... 4.REl'!T' S N ...ANITJu, by Anna Wolf 
THERE 'S -NO PLACE LIKE Hm.1E by James .Ellenwood 
Vffi , THE PARENTS by Sidonie Gruenburg 
VI/I-IAT YOU OVVE YOUR CHILD by 1/villard Sperry 
YOUR CHILD, HIS F ... AMILY AND FRIENDS by Frances Strain 
YOUR CHILD :MEETS THE WORLD OUTSIDE by Elizabeth Boettiger 
